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Matthew 19: 19, “Love your neighbour as yourself.”


Last week we spoke about loving God with our total being.  This week I want to focus on the 
love of others, our neighbours.  One of the most interesting stories Jesus told was in response 
to a question asked by a person who wished to justify his lack of action.  The question was, 
“Who is my neighbour?”   Jesus’ response was the story of the Good Samaritan.  The answer 
that Jesus was teaching through the story was that one’s neighbour is the one who sees a 
need and is prepared to do something about that need.  


Several years earlier Jesus had what has become known as the Golden Rule.  “Do unto others 
what you wish that they do to you.”  The Good Samaritan saw a person in need and did exactly 
what the Golden Rule suggests.  The Samaritan became the neighbour when he treated the 
one who had been beaten and robbed as he would have liked to be treated if he found himself 
in the same situation.   


I do not want to spend the time in this limited article retelling the story and trying to answer any 
questions about those in the story.  Let us apply the main theme to ourselves.  If we assume 
that we are the neighbour, and we want to be treated in a certain way, we can apply the truth to 
our lives.  The personal question then becomes this, “How do we like to be treated?”  

Here are some thoughts following this process:

If we like to be complimented on our appearance, then we should be complimenting others on 
theirs.


If we like to be prayed for, then we should be praying for others.

If we love the joy that comes from using our spiritual gifts in God’s service, then we should be 
helping others find the right place of service using their gifts so they can have the same joy.

If we like to have others help us strengthen our abilities, then we should be helping others 
strengthen their abilities.


 If we enjoy having dinner at someone else’s home, then we should have others over to our 
home for dinner.


If we enjoy sharing with others in a small group setting, then we can be the neighbour by giving 
others the same opportunity to share in a similar setting.


If we find it refreshing to have someone minister to us when we are ill or in need in some other 
way, then we can minister to others at their point of need.

Other suggestions could also be made but you get the idea. I have purposely not made 
detailed suggestions but have made general comments. This is because God knows each 
person’s exact need and the exact way we may minister using our unique gifts and abilities.  
The exact methods and timing will be very different for all of us.  The point is not to all be the 
same, but to use the gifts and abilities God has given in the situations and circumstances he 
has placed us to be a neighbour to others. Who will you be a neighbour to this week?  How will 
you demonstrate God’s love as you minister to that person?


Prayer:  Lord, thanks for giving all of us neighbours who have needs.  Show me the need and 
motivate me to help fill that need in the way I would like to be treated if I were in the same 
circumstance.  Amen 



