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Ephesians 4: 11 – 13: “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service,, so that the Body of Christ may 
be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”


Over the years I have learned to love parades.  Some of the most memorable have been the 
Rose Bowl parade held each January first in Pasadena, California and the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade in New York City.  Perhaps the most fascinating to me is the military parade.  
Please do not think I am in favor of war.  I just feel there are lessons from a military parade that 
we can learn about life and the church.


Something happens each year, in the communist countries of the world.  On May first, the 
governments of these countries put all their military might on display.  First come the foot 
soldiers.  Boots clicking in time and playing a rhythm that is steady and pronounced.  Then 
come the light vehicles; jeeps, motorcycles and armored troop carriers.  This is followed by the 
artillery and heavier machinery such as tanks and heavier troop carriers. At the end come the 
newer weapons; rocket launchers, missiles and ICBMs.  Each section has its own group of 
soldiers and military personnel that drive, fire and program the particular weapon they are 
attached to.  The whole parade is a sight in precision and might.  It is designed to scare the 
enemy and flex one’s muscles to the nations of the world.  Whether it works or not is another 
matter.  


Western countries do much the same but with a twist.  While they do not hold the parades 
seen in some countries, they display the abilities of their pilots in air shows.  Here in Canada, 
the Canadian acrobatic team, the Snow Birds, perform at many locations across our country 
each summer.  It is as if the military is saying, “Look at the abilities of our pilots.  You should 
never dare go up against someone with such skill!”  


Even though there are many different units in an army, all have one goal, the pursuit of victory. 
Each soldier, every unit has basic training but the strength of any force is the specialized 
training that is needed to create an elite force with many strengths.  In the same way every 
Christian has been given specialized training (gifts) that are his or her strengths in ministry.  

All work toward the lifting up of the name of Christ and toward the building of the church.  Paul 
says it is to bring all to unity and maturity.  The lesson for us is to be aware of this and to 
remember this goal when working together.  


A second lesson is to realize that each soldier of Christ has a unique role to play in the Lord’s 
army.  The Bible verse I have referenced at the top of the page implies this.  The goal is to bring 
the Christian to maturity, but the ministry gifts given by Jesus, vary.  Gifts are unique to 
individuals, but all are of equal importance.  God has never been in the business of making 
everything the same.  He knows how many hairs are on our heads but does not give each one 
the same number.  He has given each person a different set of fingerprints. Even though it 
would have been easier to make them all the same.  At least from my point of view.  I am going 
to assume that for God it is not an issue to make them all different. Your gift mix is for you and 
as a soldier you need to use it in God’s army.


In a parade, an army is going nowhere.  It is simply on display.  No where are God’s soldiers on 
display.  An army is useless if not mobilized.  God has called all of his children to mobilize.  It 
was the Apostle Paul who said to us, “Fight the good fight.”  Paul further says that we are to 
put on the whole armor of God so we may fight.  He even gives us the nature of the enemy in 



that Ephesians 6 passage.  I don’t know if you have ever noticed it, but the armor Paul 
mentions has no protection for the back of a person.  It is only effective as we face the enemy.

So, the next time you see a parade, think of the lessons mentioned here, whether the parade is 
for entertainment or display.  Use it to remind yourself of the lessons a parade can teach you 
about your relationship with God.


Prayer:  Lord, you have given me gifts that are unique to me, training to be used for the battle 
you have given us strength to fight.  By your Spirit, give me joy in serving in your army as 
together we lift your Son to his rightful place.  Amen



