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II CORINTHIANS 5: 17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come.  The old has gone, the new is here!”

I don’t think any one of us was thinking that we would have the snowstorm that 
arrived just before Thanksgiving last fall.  I have been looking out the window 
this week and seeing all the leaves on the lawn that didn’t get cleaned up.   My 
flower beds still have some vestiges of last year’s blooms and the trees need 
trimming.  I am not worried that it will get done.  With the pandemic and the 
restrictions put on us all, there is plenty of time to clean the yard and trim the 
trees.  What I have been really noticing the past several days, is that spring 
seems to have arrived.

As Ferne and I were walking today, I noticed a few leaves of last year’s vintage 
still holding on.  The winds of winter.  Those oak trees are tough, aren’t they?  
The fall of snow and the rains of spring have not moved them.  Today, they were 
waving in the breeze as if they controlled the world and it seemed that they were 
mocking me and my wish for all things new.  A silly thought went through my 
mind.  It lasted only a few seconds.  Should I reach up and pull those leaves 
from the branches?  I decided not to.  Not because I didn’t want to, but because 
I know a secret.   As the sap begins to flow and the new buds on the trees begin 
to swell, those old leaves will be pushed aside as if they are not obstacles at all.  

Some of you, if not all, will by now have realized that the verse I have written 
above is one of my favourites.  When we received God’s gift of salvation, we 
became new creatures.  The old has gone and the new has arrived.  We grasp 
that truth mentally but often struggle to grasp it practically in our lives.  We can 
find ourselves living in the past and miss the grace of God in the practical sense.  
Trying to renew the old, which God says is dead, will not bring spring.  We all 
need to deal with the hurts, pain and struggles of the past so God can walk us 
into the spring to which he has called us.  Where are you walking with God 
today that demonstrates freedom and newness of life?

The same principle is true of the church as well.  When God designed the trees 
that lose their leaves, I don’t think he thought of trying to renew them each 
spring, by running precious sap into the old leaves in order to revive them, make 
them supple again and ready to be the food factory for the structure.  Each year, 
all the leaves are brand new.  Jesus may have had a similar thought when he 
made the statement that one does not put new wine into old wineskins.  You do 
not force new life into old leaves.  You do not force new life in the church into old 
methods and structures.  I am not saying we throw out the old.  However, we 
must make room for the new.  The last words of a dying church are, “We never 
did it that way before.”   

Am I being too hard on us?  The covid-19 pandemic has brought change and 
the church has not been exempt.   We should not think that when it is over, 



everything will just go back to what it was.  We do not even know how long this 
will carry on.  We know that changes have already taken place.  Funerals have 
changed.   My son told me of a wedding where there were ten people present.  
The guests witnessed the ceremony via technical media.  I am not sure if the 
bride’s parents were sorry, they lost a daughter, happy they gained a son, or 
rejoiced for the cash they saved by not holding a reception. 

Don’t get me wrong.  I miss all of you tremendously.  I long for the day we can 
meet again.  I have come to realize more than ever that the church is the people 
of God and not the building.  I also know that things will not be the same.  God 
is using this pandemic to renew his church and teach us all what is really the 
important in the life of the church.  I for one, do not want to be in the way as 
God moves in this very unique spring.


Prayer:  Lord, I do not understand all that you are doing.  I do trust you and look 
forward to what you are doing in renewing us and your church.  Please move me 
if I get in the way.  Amen



