
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 


Devotional for the week of march 18, 2020 -- Pastor Barry Thiessen


John 14:6, "Jesus said; I am the way, and the truth and the life, no one 
comes to the father except through me."


We are in the midst of what the World Health Organization Calls a world-
wide pandemic. One of the issues we all face is trying to determine the 
truth in all of the conflicting messages we hear or read. Things are 
changing rapidly and no one truly knows when this will be over. The 
tendency for us is to wait patiently, or even impatiently, for a vaccine to be 
produced that will prevent this type of illness in the future. We can become 
so skeptical that we begin to think that a vaccine will not be developed or 
we can focus on the possibility that another virus will cause the turmoil all 
over again. In the big picture we don't even know what to think. How do 
we determine what is true and what is false in the many messages we 
hear? Do we even need to know?


This is a good time to remind ourselves of what Jesus said. in the bible 
verse printed above, Jesus reminds us that he is the truth, the way and the 
life. True reality is what God says in true. Jesus is still the way in times like 
the ones we face today. and Jesus is still the one who gives life, both 
physical and eternal.


So what truths do we need to be reminded of today? First, we need to 
understand that God has told us that things on the earth will get worse. It 
should come as no surprise to us. Every once in while, God seems to 
remind humankind that there are things that we cannot simply fix. God is 
in charge and the solution to the COVID-19 virus may only come by prayer 
and fasting. 


Secondly, in times of crises, people are much more open to receiving the 
message of the gospel. They are looking for answers in the turmoil around 
them and this affords an opportunity to share the good news of the gosel 
in a time when good news is scarce. 


And then there is the opportunity to demonstrate that there is a life far 
more important than physical life. While physical life is a precious gift from 
god, it is temporary and eternal life goes on forever. How we live in these 



days will show others that, we who are christians, do not fear death. We 
look forward to life with Jesus in a far better place where viruses do not 
reside. 

This is one of the occasions that God's people can serve in a way that 
others cannot; fearlessly, lovingly and purposefully, so that they truly make 
a difference in the communities in which they live. 


Till next week, stay safe, Pastor Barry


